CONSULTANT Mines/UXOs – PALESTINE
Based to Gaza, (s)he will be in charge of :
· Coordination of the humanitarian actors; 

· Training of HI Trainers on Mines/UXOs safety;

· Development of educational material;

· Planning of activities.  

Job Context :

Although the Palestinian-Israeli conflict is well known internationally, the problem of landmines and UXOs contamination has not been well addressed till now.  

To date, the Israeli government has refused to sign the Ottawa Treaty, and the Palestinian National Authority (PNA), as a non-state entity, does not have the legal status to sign or ratify international treaties. 

After decades of war and on-going military occupation, Palestinians in the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPT) have been left with thousands of antipersonnel and antitank landmines and unexploded munitions remnants on their lands.

OPT are contaminated with 15 known minefields in the West Bank along the border with Jordan. The conflict between Palestinian fighting factions and the 2009 conflict with Israel, particularly in the Gaza Strip, have added new risks from ERW and small arms and light weapons (SALW). A further hazard arises from improvised explosive devices (IEDs) used by Palestinian militant groups. More and more the crisis are recurrent and the population need a long term sustainable action to deal with the risk. 

After last crisis in the Gaza Strip (January-February 2009), several hundreds of humanitarian workers started to bring the first emergency response to the Palestinian population hit by three weeks bombing. Most of the humanitarian relief agencies working in Gaza are grouped under a platform of humanitarian local and international NGOs called Ganso. 

Ganso’s main objective is coordinating the humanitarian response and training its members. The Ganso platform is financed by ECHO and managed by CARE International. 

Handicap International (HI) has been contacted by CARE to support the Ganso platform in training its members on Mines and UXOs to safely work in a contaminated context. 

HI has been actively involved in the fight against mines and ERW since the 1980’s and established a mine action direction in 1993 to carry out its actions in the field. 

HI is working in the OPT since 1996. Handicap International worked towards providing support to local associations working in the field of rehabilitation and psychosocial support: capacity building of local staff (through training and accompaniment), management assistance and financial support. Some of HI staff at the moment is inside the Gaza Strip. Through the UN clusters we are distributing non-food items, such as hygiene and cooking products to vulnerable families, assessing at the same time their actual needs of vulnerable and disable people and we are supporting some medical structures (VA activities). All our projects are implemented in partnership with local Palestinian organisations as PRCS, SPHP, ALPC...

In the past years, HI has been involved in several MRE projects around the world, as in Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kenya, Mozambique, Nepal, Puntland, Senegal, Somaliland, Sudan and Thailand. In the last years HI has been involved also in Mines/UXOs safety briefings for civilians and humanitarian workers, supporting CARE in the elaboration of the Landmine Safety Handbook and training construction personnel in Lebanon during the rubble removal exercise in the Nahr El-Bareid Palestinian refugee camp. 

The main base is located in Gaza where life conditions are under security strict rules. 

Expected skills & knowledge

· Knowledge and experience in Training of Trainers; 

· Knowledge and experience on prevention methodology and tools, specifically on MRE; 
· Knowledge and experience in the OPT is appreciated;
· Good level of English;
Conditions:


According to the experience
Starting date: 


1st of April 2009
Contract duration : 

2 months
Thanks for sending your cover letter and resume, by post or email at:

Stéphane KOUASSI / Gregory AVERSENQ
Ref UXO-GAZA
Handicap International/Direction de l’Action d’Urgence

E-mail : officerh@handicap-international-atlas.org
Fax : +33-4 78 38 40 25 


