
Teaching module 1: basic concepts of disability
Teaching goals: 

· To understand the theoretical model of disability according to which disability is caused by an interaction between personal factors and environmental factors.
· To understand that disability is a human rights and social development issue.
Teaching module content:
First of all this teaching module provides some figures linked to the disability issue in order to demonstrate that persons with disabilities are especially disadvantaged despite the fact that they represent approximately 10% of the world’s population (pps 2 and 3).
Then, the teaching module shows the various approaches to disability which have existed and continue to exist in human society. It could be interesting to link up these approaches with the vision of the Convention in which disability results from an interaction between persons with impairment, attitude and environmental barriers (pps 4 to 10). 
The pps 11 explains the change from a medical model of representation of disability to a human rights based model. The pps 12 shows in broad outline that disability is caused by an interaction between many factors. The Convention on the rights of persons with disabilities is highly influenced by this approach.
The last part of this paper (pps 13 and 14) explains why disability is a human rights issue.  
Lecture duration: approximately 1/2 h
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