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Basic concepts in Human Rights
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1. Definition and classification
of Human rights

» The Human rights are law

» Law = collection of rules which are used to
organize the life between the humans

» Law # moral principles
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»Human Rights is international law

Written Law or case law enforceable within one

State L
_:i_‘.‘pbx-

agreements

* International law :
Treaties and international
(conventions, covenant...)
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» Human Rights aim to promote dignity of the
human person :

« Human Rights apply to any human being
whatever its nationality, its ethnic or social
origins, its religion...

* Nobody can be deprived of Human Rights
without being a victim of a serious injustice.

« Human Rights is a “common language to
Humanity”.
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» Human Rights is often classified in 2

categories:

« Thecivil and political + The economic, social
rights : protection and cultural rights :
against abuses of Enable the individual
power to live a decent life

and to fulfill his
essential needs

Ex: right to life, right to vote,
freedom of association... Ex: right to work, right to
health... g

Ny e
N,

-

© Handicap Intemationd June 2007




Diapositive 6

same significance:

+ Legqally binding

While agreeing on the text, a
State party accepts to:

- change its own laws,

- or create new ones so that

they would be in conformity
with the international text.

Ex: Convention on the Rights of
Child, Convention on the Rights of
Persons with disabilities

> International agreements have not the

» Not legally binding

Guidelines that States
parties undertake to
respect

Ex: Standard Rules,
recommendations
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2. The UN system of protection of
Human rights
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» The general assembly

* Itis the deliberating body of the UN

» Decisions of the general assembly are not
legally binding
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»The Office of the High Commissioner
for Human Rights

* Itis the UN secretariat as regards human
rights

* Principal role of the promotion of the
Human Rights

© Handicap Intemationd June 2007




Diapositive 10

» The committees from the international
human rights treaties

*» There are 7 committees (8 with the
committee on the rights of persons with
disabilities)

* They check the implementation of the
Treaties by the States

» Consideration of individual complaints
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Security council
15 members

Threats tothe peace
binding decisio ns

General as sembly
192 members
Deliberating b ody

Economicand social
council
Delib erating b ody
asregards HR

High commissioner
For human rights
Secrefaiiat as regads HR

Human rig hts council
Drafting of the treaties
Examination of
Individual comp laints

Committees from
treaties
Treaties monitoring
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